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Letters and articles are welcomed and 


should be addressed to the Toc H 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Opinions expressed (including the 


editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H Movement. 


Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. (Telephone: 
0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20 including postage. 


Caught in the act! Revd Joseph Loveday, 
Kettering Branch Padre, preparing to 
‘man’ the Flower Festival. 
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Northamptonshire Evening 


Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


l. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 

De To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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From the Beor 


THE REAL ST FRANCIS 


October 4th is the feast day of my patron saint, Francis of Assisi HA “Poor little 
man’ who died at the age of 44, nearly 800 years ago. In his ee a years he liveg 
out the kind of life we can only talk about — a life in which faith an trust and love 
take over from the hunt for money or power or influence or status. hes great revival 
of interest in St Francis in our time means that we all know at pie e outline story 
of his life. But most popular ‘lives’ emphasise only those features wit nan immediate 
emotional appeal to modern men and tend to present him as a sen S nature 
lover or an early ‘drop out’. Yet we can’t make sense of Francis’ life i we turn our 
backs on his sternness and strength, his intense personal love of God and his agonising 


identification with the sufferings of Christ. 


It is easy to warm to the man who, in a harsh and autocratic age, consistently 
showed what we would now call the ‘liberal approach of ‘social compassion’; who 
loved animals; who sang of the beauty of the world. It is easy to respect the man who 
saw with awful clarity the spiritual dangers of the love of money or of power or 
influence over others. It is easy to applaud the ragged enthusiast who joined a Crusade, 
quickly saw that the soldiers were little more than freebooters and then tried to stop 
the war by talking in friendship to the Sultan! But that’s as far as most of us care to go 
and, while it leaves Francis a heroic figure, it misses the central point of his life. 


To go further is uncomfortable because it draws us into a world of paradox 
that most of us find remote and unreal and many of us find repellent. Of course there 
was fun, romance, courtesy and friendship in Francis’ life. But there was also a 
terrifying asceticism, self denial and an agony of mind so piercing that it produced the 
stigmata — its scars hidden from the world until his death. 


But Francis wasn’t two men: he was one man, who saw his life as all of a piece. 
He could shout the praises of Brother Sun, yet hide himself in a deep, dark cave; he 
could sing the soaring love songs of the troubadours, yet cut himself off from the love 
of woman; he could value fine clothes, good food and wine and the comradeship of 
the world, yet wear a hair shirt, embrace lepers and share the scraps in their bowls. 


When revolution came to Francis’ life, his family and friends believed he’d gone 
mad. There he was, selling his father’s goods to rebuild a ruined church; stripping off 
his fine clothes and throwing them at his father’s feet; tearing round the town in an 
old sack, begging bits of stone; finally, creeping into the woods to live in squalor. What 
an end to a promising career! But, of course, it wasn’t the end. It was a new beginning 
and soon Francis had 5,000 brothers living to his rule. He’d not gone mad. As G K 
Chesterton (far and away his best biographer) saw so clearly, Francis had fallen in love 
and, for the rest of his life, all that mattered to him was serving his love. And love is 
infectious — ‘all mankind loves a lover’. Francis was not a philosopher or a theologian 
so he didn’t love ‘Christianity’ or ‘mankind’: he loved Christ and he loved men — 
passionately and personally. All great love affairs involve excesses quite inexplicable to 
others. This love affair was deeper and stronger than we can even dream of, so Francis 
could experience what to us is unimaginable: the spiritual paradox within which total 
humility is complete happiness. 


GKC was right to claim that only Francis’ burning personal love can explain the 
excesses of his life and that of countless thousands of his followers. Why else would 
they tramp the fields and hills and town streets, hungry, ragged, penniless, humiliated 
— and singing for joy? When Francis’ world turned upside down, he saw everything 
anew and in some measure his brothers shared his vision. Francis saw that just being 
alive meant that he owed a debt he could never repay. Yet he was driven to pour out 
love and praise and thanks inya greater and greater effort to repay it. Those of us who 
shrink from the grim asceticism of Francis’ life, asking what kind of God would 
demand such sacrifices, are missing the whole point. He was a lover and, with all great 
lovers, it is precisely because a sacrifice is not demanded that it is freely given. 


So, when Francis sensed the quiet approach of Sister Death, he asked his ‘little 
brothers’ to lay him bare on the bare ground to show that he knew that he had 
nothing and was nothing. In one of the finest passages in his book, Chesterton points 
to the ultimate paradox of Francis’ death. For, when the cold stars looked down on 
that gaunt, naked, suffering man, lying on the cold ground with his arms outstretched 
to form a cross, for once in their interminable cycle of the universe, they were looking 
down on a completely fulfilled and happy man. 
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The following Branches elected new 
members during July and August: 


4 — Levenmouth J 

2 — Biggleswade (w), Chard (m), 
Charlton (j), East Worthing (w), 
Fleet Photons (j) Group, 
Huddersfield Youth Action (j) 
Group, Milford on Sea (j), RHHI 
West Worthing (w) 

1 — Blackpool (w), Buckingham (m), 
Charmouth (j), Dunton Green (m), 
Elmstead (j), Gloucester (j), 
Hackney (j), Kennington (London) 
(m), Knightthorpe (j), Loughton 
(m), Melton & Charnwood District, 
North Bucks with Oxford District, 
North London District, Parkhurst 
(m), Rawmarsh (w), South East 
Herts District, South Leicester 
District, Springfields District, 

oa © Strode Park & Herne (j), Uckfield 

(m), Wakefield (w), Weymouth (w). 
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Photo: John Hillier 


| Shirehampton (Avon) Men's Branch iad a which raised £140 in an Alexandra Rose 
busy summer. One of their many efforts Day Fair held in a shopping area of A warm welcome to 44 new members 
was to share in a District Toc H stall Bristol. 


Photo: Huddersfield Examiner 
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Ready for off! Members of Huddersfield TAG Group raising funds for their seaside holiday project. 
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Guess the age of the Teddy. (He was 61!) 
But it's guite a different story at the 
bookstall! Pictures taken at this year's 
Alison House “Thank You' garden party. 


Photos: Scott Shaw 
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In Brief... 


‘Flintstone’ Carole Smith writes from 
Andover with the latest news from the 
growing young groups in the Southern 
Region. 


Wanted — 
Alive or 
Sober 


Last seen in 
WINCHESTER 
on 

25 July 1980 


You may think that the ‘Flintstones’ are 
cartoon characters and the laughter we 
shared this weekend with the Fleet 
‘Photons’ probably proves you right! 

We wanted some means of raising 
money for a party for mentally 
handicapped children and someone 
suggested a Bogit Hunt, having heard 
about the success that the ‘Magpies’ have 
had on theirs. Mark Bendall had the 
dubious honour of being the Bogit and 
was pursued through the pubs of 
Winchester by a motley contingent of 
hunters. These included a ravishing bunny 
girl by the name of Jon who had to 
forfeit his moustache (at 10p a kiss it was 
worth it!), Frankenstein, an infamous 
cricketer and an attractive brownie who 
was shepherded round by Dr Vic, to 
name just a few of the many who 
willingly entered into the spirit of the 
evening. Our combined efforts were 
monetarily worth £95.64 and the 
pleasure we gained ourselves we hope 
was shared by those we met that evening. 

The weekend was spent at Sopley 
Reception Centre decorating the school 
room used by the Vietnamese children. 
On Saturday evening we invited cight 
Vietnamese to share a meal with us 
which we prepared ourselves. This was 
certainly a test of ingenuity as we had 
only one Calor gas ring on which to cook 
a meal for 20! 

PS Please print this as we want to be 
famous. 


@In our June issue, we published an 
appeal from Luc Inion of Belgium for 
help in the bring and buy sale planned by 
the young people of Tubby’s Poperinge 
Group. Luc writes to thank all those 
British and Belgian friends who 
contributed to the sale’s success. They 
raised £200 and are now busy expanding 
the help they give to elderly people in 
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Belgium and France. We learn that one 
quick donation came from Tommy 
Stockridge, a 90 year old member from 
Eastbourne who still does his share of 
Toc H work. Luc says that this personal 
donation went towards providing a party 
for old people in Poperinge. Who said 
there was a generation gap? 


@A member of Huddersfield (W Yorks) 
Joint Branch recently told us the story of 
Sister Jeannette who visited the Branch 
this summer. Sister Jeannette joined the 
League of Women Helpers in 
Huddersfield before the war, introduced 
by one of her Guiding friends. Later, she 
joined an Anglican community of nuns 
and in 1940 went to work in S Africa in 
a home for mothers and babies. Since 
then, Sister Jeannette has moved around 
her community’s centres in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. She never returned to 
England until she flew over this year for 
a short holiday and met relatives and 
friends she had not seen for 40 years. 
She has now returned to Zimbabwe 
(where she is a member of the Flame 
Lily Toc H Branch) to work with the 
elderly in Bulawayo. Toc H not only 
gets a hold on you, she told Huddersfield 
members, your never lose your hold on 
Toc H. 


@ Cardiff Joint Branch ran a bric-a-brac 
stall at this year’s Charles Street Festival. 
Members manning the stall were able to 
talk to customers about Toc H and finally 
ralsed over £40 for the Family Purse. 


@ Under the headline ‘Thanks to Toc H’, 
the Totnes Times recently carried a letter 
from one of the town’s Councillors. He 
had just heard that our Totnes Women’s 
Branch was closing and hurried to place 
his tribute on record. Thanking members 
for their involvement over many years 
with local, national and international 
life, he added: ‘The Branch has indeed 
been ever true to the high ideals of its 
Movement and is deserving of our 
heartfelt thanks’. Well done, Totnes! 


@ Colne-Orwell (Essex) District held a 
highly successful Guest Night during the 
summer which attracted 150 members 
and friends, including the Mayor of 
Colchester. The evening included a film 
show presented by Revd Crispin White 
and a fascinating talk by Revd ‘Eddie’ 
Edwards, Southern Africa's National 
Toc H Padre. The opportunity was seized 
to discuss three of the District’s major 
1980 projects: a ‘talking book’ (Clacton 
Branches), caravan holidays for under 
privileged families (Ipswich Branch) and 
a major District project for a series of 
outings for the mentally handicapped. 
Of course, there was plenty of time to 
eat, drink and chat. The evening ended 
with homegoing prayers led by the 
Bishop of Colchester. 
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@The four Rochdale Branches enter. 
tained 80 local senior citizens to a high 
tea and concert at St Georges Parish Hall 
Oakenrod. Entertainment was provideg 
by Les Wellings and family, and free 
transport by Toc H associates. 


@ In our July issue, we printed a picture 
of Weymouth’s sponsored wheelchair 
race, planned to raise the cost of Printing 
a new local guide for the disabled. We 
now learn that the whole project raised 
£400 and that the guide has actually been 
printed and is being distributed. This was 
the first project to be organised by the 
Toc H Youth Action Group who have 
called themselves “The Beavers’ and we 
all congratulate them on this successful 
launching. 


@On a summer Saturday, some 60 
members and friends gathered in 
Faldingworth for the Lincolnshire Area 
Festival. After a rededication service in 
the parish church of All Saints, everyone 
moved on to the village hall for a 
celebration tea. Later, Jimmy Cliffe 
presided over a light hearted evening of 
games, a ‘quiz’ and a sing song at which 
the highlight was a new Toc H version of 
The Lincolnshire Poacher. 


@ Middlesbrough (Cleveland) Branch 
have written to tell us of an unusual 
enterprise. Hearing that the town’s 
Captain Cook’s Museum had won a 
national prize for its presentation of the 
great navigator’s life story, they decided 
to take along an elderly war pensioner 
whom they regularly visit. He had been a 
great modeller of ships and engines before 
being crippled by arthritis. The museum 
staff co-operated in making his tour 
possible: they allowed a car to bring him 
to the door, provided him with a guide 
and made a lift available to take him up 
to the museum’s tea room. The whole of 
James Cook’s life was set out in a series 
of beautifully built tableaux and with 
appropriate sound recordings and the 
visitor was fascinated by the story and 
the craftsmanship. 


@ As recently as March this year, the 
Levenmouth (Fife) Group was formed 
with eight members. We have just heard 
news of them from the Scottish 
Membership Secretary. The group has a 
good cross section of members — all very 
enthusiastic. They have recently been 
involved in a local hospital project: their 
two stands at a fund raising fete raised 
£400 of the grand total of £12,000. 
Members have also offered help to Meals 
on Wheels, the local library services and 
as visitors to frail, elderly people in their 
neighbourhood. We all offer our warm 
congratulations to Levenmouth on their 
excellent start and our sincere hope that 
they will soon achieve full Branch status. 


by Sue McLean 


The National Association of Ladies 


Circles continues to flourish throughout’ 


its 1132 active branches: thirteen new 
circles have been formed in the last year. 
Extension is still very active in Southern 
Ireland but continua] efforts are being 
made to promote interest and obtain new 
members within existing branches. 


Mrs Sheila Leaning is our current 
National President and she has chosen as 
her theme for this Leap Year and the 
start of a new decade, the word LEAP 
for short. Learn from Experience and Act 
Positively. The hope is that all our 
members will start the eighties with new 
enthusiasm and continue to maintain 
our organisation at its present successful 
level. 


Our National support for the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund continues, and 
in May this year we were pleased to 
welcome Mr McLeod, Appeals Secretary 


by Diana Ward 


Although the womenfolk of Rotarians 
had, for many years, formed local groups 
to assist Rotary in their service to the 
community, it was on 10 January 1924 
that the title — ‘Inner Wheel’ — was 
officially adopted by the Manchester 
Club. Today, that date is observed 
throughout the world as World Inner 
Wheel Day and members are asked to give 
some personal service to commemorate it. 


The idea of belonging to an official body, 
where everyone would be united through 
the common bond of membership of a 
Rotarian’s family, where everyone would 
work for common ideals and under a 
common, constitution, gathered 
momentum. 


In 1928 there were enough clubs to form 
districts; in 1934 enough districts to form 
the Association of Inner Wheel Clubs; and 
in 1967 enough countries to form 
International Inner Wheel. Today there 
are clubs in over 46 countries and the 
Association of Inner Wheel Clubs in GB 
and I has 1,032 clubs with a membership 
in excess of 34,500. 


Inner Wheel is non-sectarian and non- 
party political, its membership open to 


of the Fund, and we presented him with 
a cheque for £27,210. 


During the year 77/78 we conducted a 
survey to find out how much the 
Association had raised for various 
charities during the circle year, and were 
delighted to discover that this amount 
totalled £436,594.17. The survey was 
quite anonymous as we did not wish our 
members to feel they were being 
pressured into raising money in large 
sums but it was most interesting to realise 
the extent of our members’ commitment 
to fund raising. 


This year a member of our executive has 
been given the title Community Services 
Officer in order to devote more time and 
effort to making our members more 
aware of the needs of various charities 
and organisations. She will also collate an 
information service from our members 
which will provide details of organisations 


the womenfolk of Rotarians. They work 
in close co-operation with Rotary but 
with separate identity and constitution. 
The aims and objects of the Association 
are: 
1. To promote true friendship. 
2. To encourage the ideals of 
personal service. 
3. To foster international 
understanding. 


Service 

Because every club is more aware of the 
particular needs of its locality, each 
organises its own avenue of service, but 
when the overall picture is painted, a vast 
area is covered. 


The service is in two parts — at home, and 
overseas: At home much of the work is 
onward going such as serving Meals on 
Wheels; manning hospital or library 
trolleys; visiting homes for the elderly or 
organising fetes for a local Cheshire 
Home. Food parcels, Easter gifts, 
summer outings or holidays for deprived 
children are popular too but it is 
recognised that, although we are a service 
organisation, charities do need financial 
support so donations to Cancer Research, 
crippling diseases and many other appeals 


where hearing from som 
had the same problem cot € 
answer to a possible crisis at home. 


This year we have been proud to have ode 
of our members as President of Ladies 
Circle International and during her year 
she has travelled all over Europe and to 
Hong Kong and India. House and child 
exchanges continue between the 
European members of LCI many resulting 
in lasting international friendships. 


Our members continue to help refugees 
mop up flooded towns, run charity shops, 
jumble sales, coffee mornings and take 
part in a varjety of activities all in the 
name of Ladies Circle, and at the same 
time thoroughly enjoy themselves. There 
is some pressure from within the 
Association that the Ladies Circle should 
become more involved with the social, 
moral and welfare aspects of life today, 
but the majority still feel that Ladies 
Circle is an organisation to run alongside 
Round Table and do not wish to become 
too independent. However, there is no 
doubt that the Association still lives up to 
its motto of ‘Friendship and Service’. 


Wo ASSOCIATION OF INNER WHEEL CLUBS 
IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


are all well supported. Occasionally, when 
disaster strikes, help is forthcoming on a 
wider sphere through District support; 
for instance the Vietnamese Boat People 
have received quite considerable help 
recently. 


An important and _ enthusiasically 
supported form of service is that of 
Overseas. Here the Ranfurly Library, 
Royal Commonwealth Society for the 
Blind, Lepra, Miriam Deane and Joe 
Homan's Boys Towns figure prominently. 


It is doubtful though if any of this service 
would be as effective if it were not for 
the friendship which really does unite us 
all throughout the world, often resulting 
in exchange visits or frequent 
correspondence. Wherever there is an 
Inner Wheel member, then there is also a 
friend. This is often demonstrated in 
practical form, for many are the members 
who have said that if it were not for Inner 
Wheel, it would have been more difficult 
to overcome some personal tragedy. 


Indeed, it is not too strong a statement 10 
say that through Friendship tallows both 
Service and International Understanding. 
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From the 
DIEGO 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


The need for openness — to people, to 
new ideas, to the winds of the Spirit — 
was the theme that seemed to run right 


through the Summer School held at 
Cuddesdon House in August. Geoff 
Cleaver, the first of our guest speakers, 
started by posing the question: “Is 
mankind on the verge of breakdown or of 
a new breakthrough? Are we going to 
man the barricades or to face an open 
future?’ And he added: ‘We can have 
security or we can have life, but we 
cannot have both’. 

And at the end of the week 
Bishop George Appleton spoke of his 
conviction that ‘God is at work in all 
religions’. Jesus was a man who was 
supremely open to others. 

The second theme of the week 
was interdependence. The inter- 
dependence in trade of all the peoples of 
this one world in the contribution from 
Alan Leather of Ruskin College. The 
interdependence of all of us as human 
beings who both need help and can offer 
help in the contribution from Francis 
Gladstone of the National Council of 
Voluntary Organisations. The inter- 
dependence of all life on this shrinking 
planet in the contribution from Elizabeth 
Stamp of Oxfam, who spoke to us about 
the quality of life. 

In a brief report 1 cannot hope to 
reproduce more than a tiny fraction of 
the insights shared with us by those who 
came to lead and stimulate our thinking. 
I can only record a few of the comments 
that have particularly impressed 
themselves on my mind. 

For instance, Geoff Cleaver’s 
reference to ‘the collapse of the divine 
right of authority’ as one of the hopeful 
signs for the future. And Francis 
Gladstone speaking out of his experience 
of Steiner schools about the need to 
develop a non-hierarchical model of 
organisation. As we know from our own 
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experience in Toc H this is something not 
easy to sustain. If power corrupts so does 
powerlessness. There is within most of us 
a craving for authority and a fear of 
personal responsibility. 

And I remember Elizabeth Stamp 
pointing out that we live in a 
malnourished world. Two-thirds of the 
world do not get enough to eat. The 
other one third eat too much of the 
wrong things. We were as a nation, said 
Elizabeth, better fed in the war. 

And Elizabeth again speaking 
about the road lobby. We are told that we 
must allow juggernaut lorries on our 
roads because of our membership of the 
EEC; but in France and Germany these 
monsters are only allowed on certain 
roads which are capable of taking them. 

And both Geoff Cleaver and 
Bishop Appleton speaking about the 
inadequacy of words to convey our 
attempts to picture the eternal. What is 
important, said the Bishop, is what we 
are, not what we say. And one of our 
group added: ‘Lives speak; words are 
only spoken’. 

So many ideas to take away, and 
to try to live out. But the abiding 
memory of the week will not be any of 
these. It will be of a very mixed group 
(very mixed even by Toc H standards) 
which developed a real fellowship, 
through our discussions, our sharing and 
our enjoyment of the Oxfordshire 
countryside. Most of us make no claims 
to be intellectuals, but we grappled with 
new ideas with a willing openness. And 
we created the kind of atmosphere in 
which everyone felt able to contribute. 
We knew that our ideas might well be 
refuted but they would never be laughed 
at. 

Another School 


Summer will 


undoubtedly be held next year. 
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The sun shone for this year’s outing for 
22 handicapped children run by Swindon 


and Chippenham Districts. Clevedon 
(Avon) Joint Branch persuaded the police 
to arrange a grandstand view of the 
Carnival Procession and gave them tea. 


Please 
Note 


Christmas Cards 


The SE Region has produced three 
Christmas cards for this year. One has 
a photograph front and the other two 
have line drawings. The photograph 
shows ‘Winter time at the Old House’; 
one of the line drawings is of the 
“Madonna and Child’ and the other is 
‘Shepherd in the Hills’. They are all 
excellent value at 8p each or 40p for 
a pack of five — the price being 
inclusive of envelopes. All takings will 
go to Toc H Regional funds. These 
cards are obtainable from: Toc H SE 
Regiona! Office, 42 Crutched Friars, 
London EC3N 2AL. 


‘Touchstone’ 


closing down 


After eight years we are going to give 
it a rest. Most of our stock has gone 
but there is a little left. We have 13 
parcels containing items of Jewellery 
that we would have sold for £15 (and 
our prices were incredibly low 
anyway) which we propose to sell for 
£10 a parcel. Here's the chance for a 
quick turnover — you ought to be able 
to sell these and make a quick 
doubling of your investment for 
Branch funds. Early applications are 
advised as they will certainly go fast. 
Send £10 plus SOp postage and 
packing per parcel to: The Revd 
Crispin M White, 68 Thorpe Park 
Road, Peterborough, Cambs PE3 6LJ. 
Each parcel will contain a variety of 
items but we cannot of course specify 
what it will contain. Rush now before 
you are too late — there are only 13 of 
them on offer. 


Branch 
Bank Accounts 


Does your Branch have a bank 
account? If so, make sure that you 
read carefully (and act on!) the 
instructions and advice given in Ch 9 
of your Signpost. In particular, please 
note the following sentence which has 
been included as the result of long 
experience with association accounts: 
“Bank Account — If the Branch has a 
bank account all cheques drawn on it 
must bear two signatures, usually 


those of two Branch officers, one of 
whom should be the Branch treasurer.’ 


Lowdham Grange Walk 1980 


AI Gift at £2,000! sy scou sen 


It shouldn't be difficult to give 
someone a cheque for over £2,000. 
But if you're just one of more than 
40 groups, all wanting to hand 
money over, and the recipient is 
Jimmy Savile, then the whole thing 
becomes a combination of a rugby 


international and a three ring 
circus. 

At the end of July we 
officially closed the Lowdham 


Grange Borstal/Toc H sponsored 
walk fund and representatives of 
the Borstal came down to hand the 
cheque over to Jimmy for his Stoke 
Mandeville Spinal Unit Appeal. 

There was the Governor, 
Frank Mitchell, and his wife, with 
Harry Crew, Deputy Governor who 
first dreamed up the walk. With 
them were representative officers 
and some of the 13 lads who had 
walked the 150 miles from Feltham 
to Lowdham (see Point Three, 
April and July 1980). Two of those 
present had since completed their 
time at Lowdham. 

'Be at Stoke Mandeville at 
3.30pm on 3 August’, said the 
organisers of the reception. They 
must have said something similar 
to a few hundred others because we 
found ourselves in an excited 
bubbling broth of fund raisers in 
the Stoke Mandeville Sports Hall. 

It was rather like a royal 
garden party. The part of royalty 
(and the brass band!) was played by 
Jimmy Savile, zooming around like 
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Four of the walkers with Jimmy. 
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a hyperactive (and very well 
dressed) comet, stirring the mixture 
in the best Toc H tradition. 

He introduced two 
youngsters in wheelchairs: ‘These 
are my bodyguards. If they see me 
being attacked by any of you 


ladies, they'll bite you on the 
haunches’ —shrieks of delighted 
outrage. 


‘Wait in a group and he'll 
come over to you’ said the lady 
stewards, clad in T-shirts 
proclaiming ‘! fixed it for Jim’. 

Unfortunately, as fast as they 
tried to fix it for us, others pulled 
things apart: everyone was after 
autographs and photos and he 
couldn't refuse anyone. 

He signed anything, from the 
back of a dartboard to a plaster cast 
on a broken leg. 

As for photos, they put him 
in a cloud of WRAF, a gaggle of 
grannies, a bunch of brownies, on 
top of a horse and shot him again 
and again. 

More than once he tried to 
head in our direction, but was 
ambushed by hunters (mainly 
female) of all ages with autograph 
books or smoking Instamatics: 
‘Could you sign this Jimmy... 
could | have a picture...’ andhe 
was carried back into the scrum, 
signing and smiling. As Harry said, 
it was exhausting just to watch him. 

But at last, fending off a low 
tackle from the occasional fan, he 


Some of the team with Jimmy Savile. In 
the centre is assistant governor Harry 


Jimmy signs a ‘walkers certificate’ for 
Paul Kavanagh. 


made it to the Lowdham Grange 
Toc H group. 

One of the lads presented 
the cheque. As one of the group 
said he looked a bit shocked at the 
amount. With good reason. At 
£2,027.23 it was one of the biggest 
sums handed over that day. (And 
more is still coming in!) 

He asked the group to wait 
and had a chat afterwards, 
comparing notes on long distance 
walking. (‘Did you enjoy it? | hate 
itl’). 

The group also had a look 
round the spinal wards, now in 
need of urgent replacement. As one 
officer said, it was one thing to talk 
about it, quite another to see what 
they'd been walking for. 

One of the lads who'd since 
left the Borsta! agreed it had all 
been worthwhile. ‘If they had 
another walk, I’d do it again.’ 

contd onp8\ 7 


‘We go back to our beginnings to 
understand our growth and see our 
objective’. (Sir Alexander Paterson, 1930) 


What was it like to be a young offender in 
1930 when lads and staff marched from 
Feltham to Lowdham to found the first 
open, purpose built establishment? Old 
reception records show that ‘the chosen’ 
had committed such crimes as ‘stealing 
two chocolate eggs’, ‘larceny bicycle’, 
‘stealing milk’, ‘stealing empty beer 
bottles’. The average stay was some 18-20 
months and the Governor’s Journal 
(9 April 1932) records the discharge of 
the last of those who marched in May 
1930. A press cutting from the Glasgow 
Herald on 21 May 1935 records ‘At 
Lowdham Grange there are no gate- 
keepers because there are no walls and 
no gates. There are no cubicles or 
donnitories with barred windows, but 
ordinary common bedrooms with large 
windows, wide open at night. There is 
no solitary confinement, no stone 
breaking, no military parades, not even 
a labour parade. Meals are at small tables, 
sometimes shared by staff and visitors. 
Connections with discharged boys are 
kept up; their visits to the old institution 


d Diary 
of the Walk 


‘We're Off!’ 

On Friday 2 May 1980, after months of 
preparation, we were prepared to depart 
to Feltham and for the long walk back. 
The whole institution gathered and gave 
us a remarkable send-off. As 1 looked 
back | felt sorry for the lads who had 
trained with us but had to stay behind, 
for the Governor and Deputy who 
wanted to be with us and for the many 
others who had put lots of hard work 
into the preparation. All we had to do 
was walk — they had to sit back and wait! 


The journey down was long but the lads 
seemed very relaxed .. . Relationships 
had been moulded during our 
preparations and gentle joking provided 
a pleasant background as I checked and 
double checked the route on the way 
down. It seemed longer, hills had grown 
overnight and | was beginning to hope 
that the weather would at least be kind. 
We soon found ourselves on the outskirts 
of London and the inevitable traffic jam. 
That was a thankless experience (except 


are encouraged. There is @ ipl 
scheme based on the actual worn ae 
the earnings varying between 4d ie 

Is 2d for a boy per week... 90 
circumstances were different but human 
beings probably respond to much the 
same stimuli as they always have. 
Consequently it was suggested that statt 
and lads would welcome the challenge 01 
walking once again over the route which 
W W Llewellin and his group covered so 
many years ago. As a pilgrimage, as 2 
mark of respect to those who by an act of 
faith brought into being the ‘open 
establishment; as an attempt to bring to 
the forefront of our minds what Borstal 
had hoped to achieve ie communication 
and partnership between mature adult 
officer and young offender directed 
towards a common aim... 


For some time now it has been 
fashionable to knock the Borstal system. 
However, if we are still a Service 
attempting to prevent recidivism at least 


among the younger element of our 
clientele, then the  officer/inmate 
relationship is vital and ‘open’ 


can contribute to that 
seemed 


surroundings 
relationship. Consequently it 


for the blonde in the little Italian car 
doing her nails!) Feltham loomed on the 
horizon, What a contrast! It was almost 
humorous when the lads pleaded, ‘You're 
not going to leave us... are you?’ 


We were shown to the gymnasium — our 
home for the night. The lads didn’t think 
much of the tea so we went out and 
bought ‘Fish and Chips’. Pete Roncy soon 
had lads moving about and various tests 
of physical superiority were attempted by 
the brave. The Governor and Mrs Dugdale 
came to tuck us into bed and promised to 
be there to send us off the next day. 


eS 


Day One 


Breakfast — A new experience to cat out 
of a tin tray with plastic knives, forks and 
spoons .. . The lads ate well and three 
Feltham lads joined us with Terry 
Marshall. We assembled at the Main 
Building for the final departure, John 
Gates, a retired Officer, joined us 
intending to stroll along for a couple of 
days. He looked fit and, if we kept the 


pace down, thought he'd make it to the 
Chalfonts. 


Trophies were exchanged and John Cape 


‘Feltham to Lowdham 1980 -A Pilgrimage 


perfectly valid that we should 
remind others that a little hope stil] ex; 
among the doom and gloom of 1989. 


With the arrival in post of p 
Walmsley from Feltham — the only 
physically fit A G (1) on our strength 
we decided the walk was ‘on’. Next th 
problem of accommodation needed to be 
overcome. In 1930 our predecessors h 
entered into a partnership with ‘Toc 
Who, what, where is ‘Toc H’? Vague 
memories stirred of the saying ‘dim asa 
Toc H lamp’, but did they exist in 1993 
During the original march, the party hadi 
lodged overnight in accommodation 
arranged by Toc H.... We found that 
Toc H is alive and remarkably well, 
‘headquartering’ in Wendover. No, they 
were not teetotal, religious propagandists 
or particularly odd — just ordinary folks 
like us! But probably unlike thee (and 
certainly me) they really ‘do good’ 
without any self aggrandisement or wish 
for publicity. All of us who, through the 
expedition, came into contact with this 
shy Movement have not ceased to be 
amazed by their caring and adaptable 
response. As soon as we approached 
them, they offered to provide hospitality 


ha w——.. 


from Usk gave us the order to march. At 
last we could leave it all behind us and get 
on with it. Graham Linney and Bill 
Morrison, our back up team, were rearing 
to go. 


We must have appeared a strange sight 
walking through Heathrow Airport. It 
had taken a great deal of organisation, 
but when Concorde climbed above us, did 
a victory roll and then continued its 
journey, I realised it would all go well... 
We stopped for lunch just outside 
Uxbridge. The back-up team hadn't 
arrived so we waited patiently in. the 
park, Graham felt personally responsible 
but it was us that had made such good 
time! (Don't worry Graham, it’s bound to 
get worse!) 


After lunch we moved off in the direction 
of Uxbridge. The weather was fine and 
we madc very good time to the Chalfonts. 
Accommodation was in a youth club on 
the outskirts of a housing estate. The 
ladies made us feel welcome and We 
understand they had' experiences 0 
handling difficult kids, since some of the 
local ‘teenagers had experienced Her 
Majesty’s Prisons in one way or another. 
We discovered that one of the Feltham 
Lads was 21 so we arranged a suitable 
Occasion. Later we went for a short walk 


as they had in 1930. In AJ 
provided overnight accommodation, 
breakfast and evening meals at almost no 
cost to our camp grant! A true partner- 
ship and an example of what can be 
achieved from the linking of statutory 
and voluntary agencies. To make the walk 
relevant to the lads who were to walk, 
Toc H asked if sponsorship was in order 
and we readily agreed that the Stoke 
Mandeville Spinal Injuries Unit rebuilding 
appeal should benefit. 


Thereafter, planning and training 
continued apace. All prison service 
establishments were circulated. A few of 
us including trainees met Jimmy Savile. 
Interest began to be awakened. 


The Governor and Staff at Feltham 
as well as providing departure facilities 
fielded as participants a senior officer and 
three traineers. Others joined as the 
support unit with the minibus. Out of the 
blue came a letter from someone 
called John Gates who said that he was 
retiring as an officer at Coldingly, had 
started at Lowdham and wished to walk 
the first leg with the team, sponsored 
by his colleagues as a farewell gesture. A 
couple of officers at Send DC and one at 
North Sea Camp expressed a desire to 
walk part way. Our Chaplain Bill Gull 


(yes, walk!) and returned to an early 


night. 


ES 


Day Twa 

Early start. The weather was beautiful 
and we wanted to set off before it got 
too warm. I asked one of the lads to do a 
little map reading, as we had decided to 
walk along the river for a few miles. On 
being given the compass he looked, shook 
it and proclaimed it had stopped! The 
river Misbourne provided a pleasant walk 
and gave us the opportunity to introduce 
the Feltham lads to cows. My, how they 
ran! We pushed on through Great 
Missenden and past the Abbey to lunch 
by the side of the road. Graham and Bill 
were ready for us this time. (You're 
getting better!) 


John Gates was still with us and showed 
no sign of weakening. He had a good rest 
and various compromising photos were 
taken, the negatives being offered, at a 
later date, for an astronomical price! 
(Note for 75th Anniversary Walk — 
must remember a porta-loo!) 


After lunch we set off for Wendover, 
arriving just after one o'clock. Decided to 


walkers. Things bantet get hee 
little complicated. Invitations were 
kit bought, 
releases released, photographs, 
refreshments, posters and all — Oh, how 
we begged, borrowed and cajoled! I think 
that eventually all departments were 
involved in some way or other. 


So, on Saturday 3 May 1980 at Feltham 
Feltham I asked Mr Stapleton, a part 
time art teacher at Lowdham, to present 
to John Dugdale, Governor of Feltham, 
a plaque (one of two made in our 
workshops and painted by Mr Stapleton) 
which featured a view of Lowdham, 
through open doors. This plaque was 
suitably inscribed to commemorate the 
successful experiment which started from 
Feltham in 1930. Then in front of the 
lads and staff of Feltham and a 
contingent of Lowdham Staff, John 
Cape, Governor of Usk, repeated the 
order to ‘march’ to the walkers just as his 
father had 50 years before... 
Frank Mitchell 
Governor, Lowdham Grange 
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continue to Aylesbury and cut some 
distance off the next day’s walk. The 
back-up boys picked us up and took us 
back to Toc H HQ. We were still early but 
were let in, took the weight off our feet 
and relaxed generally. A host of people 
arrived and prepared a marvellous meal 
for us. Scott Shaw was busy snapping 
people tending their wounds. Some of the 
lads went for a stroll and John Gates 
plucked up the courage to tell his wife he 
would see her at Lowdham in a week's 
time! (Brave chap, that John!) 

Day Three 

At the crack of dawn they came, 
preparing food for the hungry mob and 
hot water for them to wash in. A good 
start to the day. We said our goodbyes 
and started off for Buckingham. It was 
still early as we walked through 
Aylesbury and we made very good time. 
We reached Claydon Brook just as the 
Revd Bill Gull and family arrived. Tom 
Hayes was there and although a little cold 
we made the best possible use of our rest. 
(Bill Gull was caught by the phantom 
photographer and like a previously 


un-named victim had to pay an 
outrageous price for the negative!) 


‘T’ shirts printed, Press, 
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Feltham Borstal 
STAINES 


On arrival at Buckingham we were met by 
Toby Newth, Deputy at Grendon, and 
presented with two illuminated messages 
from Grendon to the walkers and 


Lowdham Grange. (These are now 
suitably framed in the Governor's 
office). 


The evening meal was again first class and 
we were also entertained with a musical 
recital by one of the Toc H members. He 
played non-stop for some considerable 
time and the lads enjoyed every minute 
of it. 


—< — 
Day Faur 


Again our Toc H Hosts were up at the 
crack of dawn to get us fed and watered 
before our off. [t was a short day of some 
10 miles and we took it easy. We walked 
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by the remains of an old canal and 
eventually came to the main road and 
stayed on it. We had our first rain but it 
only lasted a few minutes. I was glad it 
was a short day because many of the lads 
were ready for a prolonged rest. 


Our home for the night was a scout hut in 
Wolverton. It was one of the oldest scout 
groups in the world and its history was 
displayed around the walls. 


We were taken for a swim and a guided 
tour of Milton Keynes. Some urban 
planners have a lot to answer for: 
conrete cows and ‘dinosaur dung for sale’ 
produced a colourful discussion topic. 
Our evening meal was in a restaurant and 
it was our first meal ‘out’. No need to 
mention that there was nothing left. 
Where do they put it all? 


PD 5 


Day Five 

After a good night’s sleep we breakfasted 
and departed to Northampton. It’s a long 
boring road and once John Gates got into 
his stride there was no stopping us. We 
were all wearing fluorescent:jackets for 
safety and the long orange snake moved 
on to Northampton. Through the centre 
and out to ‘Booth Rise’. We passed the 
old race course and noticed a lady with 
binoculars viewing us intensely — 
obviously looking for some young 
charmer! Our accommodation was in a 
church hall and the food was up to the 
high standard we had experienced all 
week. We showered in a private squash 
club and were ready for an early night. 


ce S 


Day Six 

Departed from Northampton with a first 
class mea] to see us on our way. The local 
Chairman of Toc H and his wife wished 
us well. It was a cold day and the wind 
was blowing. Just outside Broughton we 
saw a vixen hunting along a hedgerow. 
We shouted ‘Tally Ho’ and other loud 
noises and suddenly our pace increased. 
That John Gates thought we wanted to 
go faster, the mad fool — we were already 
going at 5% miles an hour! 


We made Corby in good time and bathed 
and rested our weary feet. Our evening 
meal was in a local school. I can’t 
remember meals as good as that (or 
dinner ladies so attractive!) We were 
joined by two officers from Send DC who 
were in for a slight shock. 


ce 5 


Day Seven 

We got up early and prepared for another 
hard day. The walk to Melton Mowbray is 
a long and tough one. We were glad to 
walk down the hill in Rockingham but 
we suffered on the long climb out. 
Rutland Water soon appeared on the 
horizon and we knew it well. The two 
from Send DC had never experienced 
pain like this before! We passed by HMP 
Ashwell and were fed and watered at the 
expense of the Governor. Members of 
staff came and introduced themselves and 
wished us well and we were soon on our 
way. We made our finishing point just 
before the ‘hostel’ closed! 


Our reception and meal at Melton 
Mowbray was again first class. The ladies 
had put ‘homely’ touches to the tables. 
We have since been sad to learn that one 
of their helpers has died and offer our 
condolences to his family. 


— Ss 


Day Eight 

We knew this day’s walk well and were 
joined by an officer from North Sea 
Camp. It is a good road and the day 
always goes better when one knows the 
territory. Bingham at last, and this time 
we were accommodated in the home of 
the Bingham Toc H Branch. To say we 
were made to feel one of a large family is 
the most appropriate compliment I could 
make. The meal and reception were again 
without fault but the amount of trust 
shown to lads is something I feel they will 
remember for a long time. We spent part 
of the evening learning the art of ‘sub 
aqua’, an experience to be remembered. 


During the night a number of rebellious 
types went AWOL and | suspect erected 
tents on the Governor’s lawn. Imagine 
his surprise next day! 


CD =) 


Day Nine 

06.30 Hours: Governor’s Bed Chamber: 
‘Frank — they’ve arrived’ — but not 
quite! A slow walk back, reflecting on all 
that happened. A little sad, a little glad. 
An experience to be remembered by all. 
I was fortunate to have the support 
shown to me and grateful for the 
company and shared experience with 
everyone. 


I think we did it as a result of a dream 50 
years old. It brought us closer together 
and realised the old motto of ‘Resurgam’. 

David Walmsley 


See 


QU Ends Well 


And so it was that at 2.30 pm on Sunday 
11 May in brilliant sunshine a crowd of 
some 800, including the Bishop of 
Southwell, our Chaplain General, Chief 
Inspector, former staff, local dignitaries 
and visitors gathered to welcome the 
intrepid group led by John Gates as they 
marched up the drive preceded by a lacal 
band. After I had welcomed the walkers, 
one of our CIOs presented to George 
Barnett of Toc H a plaque depicting 
doors opening on to a country 
background symbolising the concept of 
the Lowdham ‘experiment’. Toe H 
responded by giving us a plaque 
commemorating 50 years association 
which Toc H had with us. 


The Bishop of Southwell then led the 
open air service of rededication and the 
Baroness Lady Masham of Ilton 
commended the walkers and all who had 
worked so hard in the preparation for the 
day, requesting (in the best school speech 
day tradition!) that the lads be given 
some reduction in their target dates as a 
reward for their efforts. (I have 
responded to this request!) After the 
service visitors had the opportunity to 
look around the various work places, 
partake of refreshments (including 
excellent birthday cake) and enjoy the 
estate. As I write this we are preparing 
for a staff reunion weekend which will, 
we hope, provide an opportunity for 
former colleagues to meet old friends and 
enjoy a break in the country. Some may 
even ‘drop in’ since the Prison Service 
Parachute Team intend doing just this. 


I have received a request from Bill Noall’s 
widow that she be allowed to donate to 
us a flagpole in memory of her husband 
and | am delighted to accept since we 
have just taken delivery of our new flag — 
being 50 years old we feel justly entitled 
to a gold phoenix on a green background 
and it matches our new tie! 


i {n conclusion I would like to say thank 
i you to all my colleagues at Lowdham and 


pee who have joined me in 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of an 
‘experiment’ in dealing with offenders in 
open conditions. Celebration because the 
act of faith by Paterson and Llewellin 
which established Lowdham led to the 
establishment of all other open Borstals 
and prisons in this country . . . Since | 
retire next year, having spent so much of 
my service here, | am glad that there is 
now a younger crew who (knowing the 
significance of Lowdham) will hopefully 
fight on for positive and creative, 
‘custody’, especially for young offenders. 
Frank Mitchell 


A Stimulating 
Conference 


Revd Keith Beck tells us of a recent 
Plymouth conference for young people 
on ‘Micro-Technology and Society’. Some 
60 youngsters aged 16 to 19 shared in the 
sessions which were organised by Toc H 
in conjunction with the Devon Council 
for Christian Care. Visiting speakers and 
discussion leaders included Ray Curnow 
— an industrial consultant, author and 
former university teacher; John Anderson 
— Principal of the College of St Mark and 
St John; and George Giarchi — Head of 
Plymouth Polytechnic’s Social Studies 
Department. 

Sessions covered an astonishing 
range of topics, including future 
education patterns, attitudes to work and 
leisure, economic patterns, tensions in 
society, the needs of the developing 
world, the ‘social wage’ — and many 
others. 

A number of interesting facts 
emerged. All these young people had 
already thought deeply about the subject. 
Rapid changes were taking place in young 
people's expectations about jobs. 
Academic stream pupils in their fourth 
year of secondary education were already 
part preparing for unemployment and 
wanted to learn about training and 
benefits. In general, young people were 
showing a far greater realism than many 
of their elders who seem still to be 
dreaming of full employment in 
traditional industries. 

Keith tells us that the whole 
conference — thanks to organisers Tom 
Gulliver and Trevor Sizer — was both 
stimulating and worthwhile and that 


discussion of these important topics is 
continuing locally. 
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A concert mounted by Loughborough 
Joint Branch raised £261 towards the 
Leicester Royal Infirmary Body Scanner 
Appeal. In the picture, Mrs Dorothy 
Towers presents the cheque to the Earl of 
Lanesborough, Vice-Chairman of the 
Appeal Fund. 


We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In April 
Major J G H ‘George’ Myles (Wimbledon) 
Grace M Pears (Cosby) 


In May 

F R ‘Fred’ Carr (formerly Brentwood) 
WES ‘Bill’ Rippin (Southdown District) 
Ronald Theeuf (Leatherhead) 


In June 

George W Blades (Middlesbrough) 
Albert E Bonzer (Dalton in Furness) 
H Morley Clough (Ryton-on-Tyne) 
Sidney G Cobb (Elmstead) 

Victor A Darlington (Beckley) 

O G ‘Gwyn’ Evans (Gwent District) 
M J ‘Jimmy’ Patrick (Fakenham) 
Major Roy Plowman (Canterbury) 


In July 

Percy A F Attrill (Earley) 

Winifred E Bishop (Fleet) 

Kathleen Davies (Clacton-on-Sea) 
Leigh B ‘L B’ Kelsey (Southdown 
District) 

R H ‘Ron’ Potts (Barrow on Humber) 
Ada Rhodes (Rochdale) 

A Elizabeth Robinson (Broadwater) 
Olive Skerritt (Derby Central) 

W WH ‘Wilf Wood (Hereford) 


In August 

Frederick H Barrans (Cheadle Hulme) 
Caroline M Chapman (Boston) 

H ‘Harry’ Robinson (Clitheroe) 

W H ‘Harry’ Rodgers (Boston) 


With the death in May of Willoughby 
Holmes, Melton Mowbray lost a loyal 
member and a great friend. ‘Willie’ first 
met Toc H some 50 years ago and never 
faltered in his commitment. He was a 
man of boundless energy which spread 
out into so many activities that his death 
brought a sense of loss to the whole 
town. He held every Branch office in turn 
and also served the District and the 
Region. He was ‘a remarkable man — a 
gracious companion and a great 
enda 


Arthur Jennings, who died earlier this 
year, first met Toc H in Newcastle in 
1934. He gave up his teaching post to 
work as a probation officer in various 
parts of the country. His devotion to 
Toc H was constant though for many 
years he was painfully crippled with 
arthritis. Many of you will have seen him 
at the Diamond Jubilee Festival and the 
Cotswold Festival in his wheel chair. 
‘A valiant and kindly man who will be 
remembered by many.’ 


Reg Swann, long time member and 
former jobmaster of South Petherton 
(Somerset) Branch died in June. He had 
been a very active member until 
compelled to retire with the onset of 
leukaemia. 


Arthur Sutton, formerly of Crawley 
Branch died recently, For many years he 
had been a strong influence in his Branch 
and fully shared in its activities and 
fellowship until his retirement some two 
years ago. 


‘Jimmy’ Patrick (Fakenham, Norfolk, 
Men’s Branch) died in June. He had been 
a member for more than 45 years. He was 
a Christian gentleman who devoted much 
of his life to Toc H, to his chapel and 
latterly to the Salvation Army. His 
Branch say that he always had a smile and 
a handshake for everyone and that ‘he 
was never absent when help was needed’. 


Greenbank (Rochdale) Branch write to 
tell us of the death in July of Revd G L 
Chailenor who had been their Branch 
Padre for some 17 years. 


Rochdale Women’s Branch write to tell 
us of the sudden death in July of AdaP 
Rhodes at the age of 76. She had been a 
vigorous and much loved member for 40 
years during which time she held a series 
of Branch and District offices, almost 
without a break. She was working for 
Toc H literally to the end. She is 
remembered by her Toc H friends 
‘... for her dedication and faithfulness 
to Toc H, her confidence as a chairman 
. . . and her efficiency as an organiser...” 


Percy Attrill, Chairman of Earley (Berks) 
Men’s Branch died recently while on 
holiday in S Wales. Percy joined Toc H 
only ten years ago after working with the 
Branch for many years. He had been 
associated particularly with Reading 
Hospital work and represented Toc H on 
the W Berkshire Community Health 
Council. A memorial fund, to be devoted 
to one of the Reading hospitals, has 
already reached £200. 


Ron Potts, Pilot and several times 
Chairman of Barrow-on-Humber Joint 
Branch, died in July at the age of 63. He 
joined Toc H in 1944 and was the kind 
of man to whom everyone turned for 
advice. He was the author of an admirable 
little booklet on Toc H in this area. He 
was an active member of some half dozen 
helping agencies and will be greatly 
missed. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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Open Forum 


We regret that lack of space has 
compelled us to hold over a number of 
letters (and some features) for a future 
issue. — Editor 


Christmas is Coming! 


Summer holidays are not yet over for me 
and Christmas seems a great way off. Past 
experience however tells me that this is 
not so. It will be upon us in a flash. 

I wonder then if a suggestion 
would not come amiss in our planning for 
our Christian festival with family and 
friends. I have been involved with work in 
the YMCA for some years now and found 
a great deal of loneliness amongst 
students from overseas (some of whom 
were married men with families at home). 
Could I then prevail on our readers to 
think of offering to entertain someone in 
their homes at Christmas time? Most 
colleges and polytechnic and university 
halls of residence close during Christmas 
and many students go either into hotels 
or other hostels which cater for them like 
YMCAs. 

If you are near an establishment 
which houses and caters for students 
from overseas why not extend the hand 
of friendship, if only for the day? Try 
your local hospital where many of the 
nurses are away from home. I know of 
many folk on Merseyside who have 
thoroughly enjoyed inviting strangers into 
their homes for the Christmas holiday. 

Most welfare officers or YMCA 
secretaries I’m sure would be glad to 
assist in the selection of guests. It need 
not be Christmas Day itself if you are 
running out of cups and chairs because of 
family and friends. 

Toc H is noted for its hospitality. 
How about it then? Plan early and who 
knows, this may be the best Christmas 
ever! 


Connie Tate 
Maghull, Merseyside 


The Future of Toc H 


It gives me the greatest ‘uplift’ to read the 
strongly worded letter in July’s Point 
Three from the Hull Central Councillor, 
because it brings into the ‘limelight’ 
matters which have been greatly 
exercising my mind over recent years. 
For this reason | intend taking the first 
opportunity in my own Branch of 
referring to Steve Cowton’s letter, 
because we stil! have our ‘diechards’ who 
fail to move with the times. Even if the 
required ‘forward march’ does not come 
in my lifetime I shall always regard the 
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advancement of our Movement as the one 
thing that matters in the long run. 

May I say further, that the fourth 
point could well be added to the three set 
out by Steve regarding the future — the 
question of extension — for surely the 
safeguarding of our future can best be 
secured by all Branches achieving some 
form of extension — before it is too late. 

What about it, brother and sister 
Branches? If you have better suggestions 
please make them known — for 
posterity’s sake! 


Jack Dare 
Paignton 


Thank You! 


On 12 July, Charter Close Old People’s 
Bungalows held a Garden Fete. The 
Gorleston Branch of Toc H looked after 
the refreshments for us, and as it was a 
rainy day they had to work very hard (as 
people kept dashing in for cups of tea to 
dodge the rain). 

They also visit my old folk to give 
them concerts, and carols at Christmas. 

My reason for writing to you is 
that I wish you to know how proud you 
should be of your Gorleston Branch. 
They are so willing to help others, 
without any fuss or bother or publicity, 
and nothing is ever too much trouble for 
them. A really wonderful group of 
people. We are so grateful to have the 
friendship of the Gorleston Branch of 
Toc H. 


Doris Davies 
Warden, Charter Close 
Gorleston, Norfolk 


‘Yours is the Glory’ 


It has been decided to publish a second 
edition of ‘Yours is the Glory’, since we 
are coming to the end of the first. 

There are some parts of the 
present book which are probably not 
used, and could be removed. For 
example, the hymns and folk songs in 
sections five and six could be taken out. 
Conversely, section four needs to be 
rewritten, and could be extended. In 
other places, the quotations must be 
brought up to date. 

I would welcome suggestions for 
other improvements, and contributions, 
so that this second edition can be like 
the first, a book by Toc H for Toc H. 


Bob Knight 
Winchester 


Note: Please send your suggestions to me 
and I will pass them on — Editor 


Point Three 


I have often wondered on what basis the 
selection of the picture for the front 
cover is made — perhaps you could 
enlighten readers on this point. 

I pose this question because in my 
opinion the picture on the front of the 
August issue reached an all time low and 
if this was supposed to reflect the spirit 
of our recent Festival then the sooner we 
stop holding them the better. Without 
wishing to offend my good friend Sue 
Cumming this could easily have been 
titled ‘Exercise time at -- Gaol’, 

I cannot feel that there was such a 
paucity of material that no other picture 
was available. If the decision had been 
mine I would have certainly chosen one 
of the two of Westminster Cathedral 
which truly underlined the ecumenical 
nature of our Movement. I wonder if any 
other members feel the same as I do 
about this or am I out on a limb? 


John Morgan 
Eastcote, Middx 


... Kindly convey my congratulations to 
Sue Cumming for her dramatic photo of 
the party in the Tower Moat. It made a 
super cover picture... 


Colin Wintle 
London 


Spectacles for Africa 


Many years ago you helped me in my 
early struggle when I lived in a hut in 
Marrowbrook Lane, Farnborough -- I 
began in 1946 after leaving the Rough 
Riders, the City of London Yeomanry. 
Since that time I have sent over 1% 
million pairs plus equipment overseas. 

This Christmas the Africans I 
trained went it alone — it’s still primitive 
up to a point but growing fast with more 
experience. 

Any help you can give our gallant 
band who are supplying opthalmic needs 
across Africa will be more than 
appreciated, but please send direct (see 
note below) and no cases. If you are 
going to wrap any, do so in an article of 
clothing you do not want. 

In all our years of existence we 
are proud to say we have not asked for 
financial help: every effort has been 
voluntary, a hard drudge but worth it. 


Albert Fremlin-Bailey 
Church Crookham, Hants 


Note: The address to write to is: British 
and Overseas Optical Missions, PO Box 
10524, Accra North, Accra, Ghana. 
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Toc H and Politics 


{ was rather concerned to read Christine 
Cowton’s letter in your July issue. 

As a new member of Toc H it 
made me wonder whether Tubby 
Clayton’s efforts had all been in vain. 
Granted Toc H is not a political 
Movement, but I think that we must all 
be mindful of what is happening in 
Britain today. Like it or lump it! 
Christine may get fed up with hearing 
politics mentioned in the newspapers and 
on television — don’t we all? But ‘politics’ 
has a nasty habit of rebounding on those 
unable to protect themselves. 

Did not Margaret Thatcher, having 
gained office and standing on the steps of 
No 10 quote St Francis of Assisi? I have 
yet to see any ‘light’ or even ‘hope’ in her 
monetarist views and policies . . . Surely 
the whole object of life, or at least as I 
see it, should be that we should all be 
striving to help the afflicted and those 
less fortunate than ourselves, not driving 
them further into despair and poverty. 

May I through your column, ask 
Christine if she has thought of the 
consequences, socially and otherwise, of 
the Social Security Bill No 1 and No 2? 

Finally, to quote from the Toc H 
Membership Card. It says, ‘Members are 
called on — to listen always to the views 
of others; to find thelr own convictions; 
to influence public opinion so that 
conflict may be lessened by sympathetic 
and intelligent understanding.’ 

Perhaps Margaret Thatcher and 
her Cabinet ought to join Toc H! 


Patrick Dent 
Rushden, Northants 


The letters in your June and July issues 
seem to me to present a very confusing 
picture of our ideals to those readers who 
are outside the Movement. 

One suggestion is we should keep 
out of politics. The June letter talks of 
‘politics which split and destroy’ but one 
in July says firmly ‘we are not a political 
Movement . . . send your political points 
of view to the newspapers and not the 
Tox H’. I agree with Oliver Wilkinson. We 
are falling into the error of confusing 
political with party political. None of us, 
I’m sure, wish to push the latter here even 
though we may obviously have strong 
views for one particular party. My own 
Toc H upbringing makes me quite unsure 
about any particular one because I believe 
there’s some good in all. 

But politics is part of life — our 
lives and Toc H is about lives. Just as we 
cannot divorce religion from our 
Movement, so can we not divorce politics. 


This links with another letter on 
Inter-Faith Dialogue by Leslie Pritchard 
(and a previous June letter which 
provoked him to write) on the rightness 
of worship involvement with those of 
other beliefs. 

To build bravely is one of our 
Compass Points. As one who now works 
among immigrants I can say quite clearly 
that my commitment to Christ is in no 
way deterred but strengthened by sharing 
with others of different faiths. A recent 
visit to a Coventry Sikh Temple 
experiencing their generosity and desire 
to be understood was a very humbling 
experience. In Leamington, too, this 
week we heard how the local Sikhs had 
responded with over £300 to the Oxfam 
appeal for East Africa. Archbishop 
Runcie is absolutely right when he says 
we can learn from non-Christian groups, 
and I'm sure we can also learn from 
people of diverse political views... 

Our task, I’m convinced, is given 
by God. We are a Movement which, from 
its beginnings, has crossed barriers. We 
can be bridge builders. Those of no faith 
will more readily listen, accept or offer 
help, if we show we have no prejudice 
against any political party or any 
Christian denomination or any particular 
faith, We have a tremendous opportunity 
if we witness humbly, by loving widely 
and thinking fairly and building bravely 
across all’ the barriers which divide 
society. 

That is what our founder would 
want. Tubby wouldn’t have cared if a 
Marxist or a Muslim came through the 
door. 

Above all, let us remember that 
our magazine goes outside the Movement. 
To outsiders we should never let the 
Movement down by shutting off certain 
subjects and giving the impression of an 
exclusive ‘conservative’ (small c!) narrow 
community of elite who have all the 
answers. 


Betty Blower 
Leamington Spa 


I should just like to point out that 
politics are the stuff of living, and I am 
sure if Jesus Christ was walking the earth 
today he would be in the thick of it. 
Open Forum can be a very useful stage to 
voice our opinions on vital subjects, 
without bringing personalities into it. 
When you think that at the press of a 
button a world holocaust could be 
started, we must jaw and jaw to stop war. 
I happen to believe that Capitalism has 
had its day, and that a better system 
must supersede it. The micro-chip has got 
to be harnessed, but in a system based on 


the profit motive, this can never be, for 
there must be an exploited class to feed a 
class society. We must try to spiritualize 
Communism, then we will begin to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel for the 
world. As a Christian Socialist I have been 
fighting for a lifetime to see 
reconciliation, tolerance, and a breaking 
down of barriers between peoples. 


Fred Pitfield-Bailey 
Bideford 


Note: Fred tells us that he is Town Mayor 
of Bideford and President of the North 
Devon Labour Party — Editor 


Referring to John Mitchell's letter 
(August issue) I am of the firm opinion 
that politics, as such, should be kept 
entirely out of Toc H and all problems 
approached in an independent spirit 
completely free of any official political 
leanings whether to the Left or Right. 
To allow politics to enter Toc H either at 
Branch or national level would inevitably 
cause our Movement to be used by and 
regarded as being linked up with one of 
the specific political parties now in 
operation which is most undesirable. 


C W Nottle 
Eastbourne 


Unfortunately politics come into all jobs. 
The work in a charity shop to provide 
relief to those abroad in need ultimately 
depends on whether the recipient country 
is politically acceptable or not... 

At home the Government has 
indicated the probability of smoothing 
the entry of volunteers to hospitals etc 
in the event of another ‘dirty jobs’ affair. 
Would you cross the picket lines? 

Mr Prior has indicated that the 
unemployed will be “encouraged' to take 
social service work. If the encouragement 
is too extreme what will be the value of 
work done unwillingly? 

On another point, speaking as one 
who was pushed into Toc H after a break 
of many years, is it any wonder that 
Toc H is just dying in certain Branches? 
Are not so many Toc H members elderly, 
affluent, and long winded? As a body, 
Toc H seems to spend more time than 
most talking or organising itself. You 
have to be really dedicated to be involved 
in all the committees and organisation 
which seem to be going round in circles 
after an interval of years... 


Bryan Shipp 
Northallerton 
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Pannikampatti 


In our August issue, we launched an 
appeal to ‘finish the job’ at 
Pannikampatti. We want to raise 
£12,500 by the end of October to 
build a hospital and house a doctor 
and a nurse. 


As early as 19 August, contributions 
had already reached the magnificent 
sum of £1,010. so there's no reason 
why we shouldn't hit our target. 


Full details of the appeal were in the 
August Point Three. The whole sum 
raised, without any deductions, will 
be passed direct to Toc H India, 
earmarked for the hospital fund only. 
We close the account on 31 October 
and will announce the total at Central 
Council. 


Photo: Graham Catherall Agency ail 


This year’s Festival brought us two 
important visitors from India 

Hon Toc H Commissioner Soundara 
Pandayan and Hon Secretary Mike 
Shivkar. The pictures show them during 
their visit to North Wales and the North 


Please send your donations (minimum 
£1) to George Barnett, Finance 
Secretary, Toc H, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP22 6BT. All cheques should be 
made payable to ‘Toc H’. Please mark 
the enyelope ‘Pannikampatti 1980’. 


wis 
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Twydall (Kent) Joint Branch mounted a | 
splendid party and concert for more than 
50 elderly and housebound local people 
this summer, The guest of honour — 
allowed to pour the tea! — was the Mayor 
of Gillingham. 


ey 


Photo: Solihull News 
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The ‘centre piece’ at the 30th birthday party of Shirley pa 

Solihull Women's Branch. This was a specially joyous occasion 
A a OS : with a gathering of old friends and founder members who 

Founder member Miss G Greenfield cuts the cake at Boston recalled Solihull’s pre-war ‘Grope’ and ‘Group’ days, which go 

(Lincs) Women’s Branch 50th birthday party. back to 1935. 
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You Alone Care 


Should you reguire Bible Reading Fellowship Notes and find difficulty in 
obtaining them at your local church, we can send them from here for £1 
per annum. The Publications Department at Wendover still have copies of 
‘Yours is the Glory’, or you can get these from members of the Regional 
staff; The Chaplain will let you have a fuller list of daily intercessions, 


by Heather McKenzie 


| £3.50 SPCK, Care and Counselling Series 


This book is for single men and women 
who live with parents over pensionable 
age who may be infirm or disabled. Those 
who undertake such a caring role need to 
be prepared for a variety of 
responsibilities: financial, practical and 
emotional . . . The rewards can be great 
... but... pressures can arise. So says 
the blurb for You Alone Care. Heather 
McKenzie is Director of the National 
Council for the Single Woman and her 
Dependants, and despite the general 
nature of the introduction, the book 
reflected this, basically dealing with the 
care of daughter for mother, perhaps due 
to woman’s greater longevity. The book 
has therefore a one sided view but is still 
wide enough to be helpful in any 
circumstances. 

Considering how best to care, 
before making the decision to share a 
home, one is warned that the future is of 
underdetermined length, problems are 
likely to increase, and the book helps one 
to see beyond the immediate in assessing 
for the long term. 

It deals largely with very practical 
aspects of nursing and caring for an 
infirm, handicapped, senile or even 
bedridden parent. Home adaptations and 
aids are listed; the means of exploring the 
best help available are explained, with a 
list of useful addresses. Legal, financial, 
and budgeting advice is given, again with 
an appendix of useful information. 
Heather McKenzie urges the seeking of 
the available help, to make life easier for 
the dependant parent and to help the 
carer to cope without her own health 
breaking. 

Although the book is practical, 
the emotional implications and pressures 
are not forgotten. As dependence erodes 
self respect, the need to sustain the 
parent's dignity despite incapacity is 
emphasised. At the same time the carer 
must retain something of her own life, 
aware that the process of changing her 
life style into one of full time care will be 
reversed. This aspect recurs in the chapter 
dealing with the parent’s eventual death. 
Helpful practical advice and the 
emotional angles of bereavement are 
coupled with the need to rebuild one’s 
own life after a period of full time caring. 

Despite my original comment 
about onesidedness, much of the insight 
and information in this book would be 
helpful to any who are concerned for the 
elderly or those who care for them, and it 


with names, if you just ask him. 


BORDON 
LETTER 


by John Hull 
Thank You | 


What things there were to be thankful for 
in our recent Festival in London — people 
entertaining us, many working hard that 
we might enjoy ourselves and gain fresh 
insights into the work and motives of the 
Movement. The sight of people from 
Toc H in India, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Belgium and so on, helping to 
remind us that Toc H is International. 
That wonderful welcome we received in 
Westminster Cathedral. The 
Anglican priests with the Roman Catholic 
Dean of Poperinge and the Baptist 


National Padre of Southern Africa joining 


together in celebrating the Communion at 


All Hallows. These are all things to thank 


God for. 

Someone wrote to me recently 
(because it was ‘Thank You Year’) to give 
thanks for the Bordon Company, the Still 
Centre, Yours is the Glory, the Bordon 
Letter and for the people who base their 
Toc H lives on prayer; She says: 


. Ina world that seems to be growing 


more and more materialistic, you are like 


the candle flame which challenges the 


dark’. She goes on to give thanks for the 
life of Arthur Howard — Padre on the 
staff of the old North Wales area and a 
Presbyterian Minister in Cardiff and 
Glasgow. Padre Howard’s broadcast talks 
were published in ‘Lift up your Hearts’ 


could be a useful reference book for us, 
in our Toc H caring. > 
Janet Rauch 


Note: Eira Rowley of SE Region suggests 
three other useful books on this and 
kindred themes. They are: Caring for 
Elderly Parents by Eleanor Deeping 
(Constable, 1979, £3.95); Taking Care of 
Old People at Home by John Agate 
(Unwin Paperback, 1979, £1.50); and 
Take Care of Your Elderly Relative by Dr 
Muir Gray and Heather McKenzie 
(George Allen & Unwin, 1980, £5.95). 


sight of 


years ago but they are as relevant today 
as they were then. This extract may be of 
help and strength to someone. 

. ‘We all want to be of use. It 
would give a new dignity and meaning to 
our life if we knew beyond doubting that 
what we did would count, that it is truly 
worthwhile. I suppose the worst curse of 
being unemployed is the humiliation of 
not being wanted. There is a cry within us 
all to be part of the family gathering. We 
want to give what we have gladly 
knowing that it is for the sake of all. How 
often is it discouraged. How often do 
others mis-use it. And perhaps we get 
cynical or bitter. There has been a 
shocking lapse in trustworthiness. How 
shall we start to remove the mountains of 
distrust and hatred? There was an old 
Greek, Archimedes, who cried “Give me 
a place to stand on and I will move the 
earth". There came one who discovered 
it and it was a Cross. Is there a quality 
about a love that is ready to identify 
itself with the sorrow and sin and shame 
of men which must make it victorious? 
.. . The resources to meet the need can 
be yours, with God's power on the one 
hand, the need of men on the other and 
you and I to bring the power to meet 
that need. . . Today is our opportunity.” 

I wonder if I might just give 
thanks for all those people who day by 
day pray with us at 10.25 am and for the 
fact that more and more people are 
coming quickly to realise that a core of 
prayer is vital if people in Toc H are to 
do the many things which so need doing. 

ae a x 
There is still room on our Quiet Weekend 
at Cuddesdon — November 14/16. Can 
you come? If so write to me, Revd John 
Hull, here at Wendover. 


Dont Miss 
This! 


‘Back to the Battlefields’ (Radio 4, 
Monday 10 November, 11 am) includes 
interviews at the Old House conducted 
by the programme’s author, John 
Laffin, with Mev Jeanne 
Oreel—Battheu, Luc Inion and John 
Forbes. 
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Shop Early for Christmas 


TocH Diary 


The 1981 Diary has all the usual essential information for every Toc H member and friend; including useful 
addresses, the Ceremony of Light, a history of the Movement, financial facts, special Toc H dates, plus maps, 


metric measures and other general information. 


Colour dark blue’ symbol in gold 
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£ 
75p each rata a COPIES gee 
Sle copies . ee 


With ballpoint 80p 


including postage 


‘The Way of Friendship =a Toc H Anthology’ 

This stoutly bound, attractively printed book is a completely new selection (by Tom Gulliver) 
from the work of some of the many fine writers this Movement has produced. Most of the 
sources used are now out of print. Main areas covered here by some 80 writers include 

‘In the Beginning’, The Old House’, ‘The Four Points of the Compass’ and ‘Looking Forward’. 


Available from late October. 


£2 plus25pp&p 


Also New! 


Strong plastic carrier bags bearing our lamp symbol and the words ‘Toc H' 


idea! for your ‘Bring and Buy’ sales. 


£5 per 100 plus 20p p & p 


A Few Left! 


We still have some copies of ‘Clayton of Toc H’ by Tresham Lever — 


a bargain at the original price of 


£3.50 plus 50p p & p 


Order now from: 


vaii see COBIES 


ae Roe SERS 


Ya. COPIOS 


Total anclosed 


Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Please enclose remittance with order 
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


From (Name) .......... waa nia. BranchiGroupi ate. a ea e a AU 


Address 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements musi be received (with 
tremiltunee) five weeks before publication day. 
which as the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 3p a ward (minimum 30p) to Point 


Three Magazine. Rates of display advertisc- 
ments can be obtained from the | ditoriul 
Office, Toe 11. 1 Forest Close, Wendover. 


Telephone. 0296 623971 


Christian Friendship Contacts. Marriage 
Introduction. Singles holidays/housepartics. 
Local Group events. Nationwide. Christian 
Friendship Fellowship, Dept B/23B, 


Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 
Sincere males especially welcome. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs. (established 50 
yeurs) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 


visilors to this lovely old 

cty within casy reach of 

other famous cities of art, 

and of the coast. Comfort- 

able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. Fnglish spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietuert. Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1. 
Bruges. 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


Weymouth — Bed, breakfast and evening meal. 
Winter weckend breaks £13.50. Weeks from 
£40. Open all year including Christmas. Bar, 
free parking, reductions children and small! 
coach parties. Mrs Cole, Kirtleton House, 
21 Kirtleton Avenue, Wey mouth. 
Telephone: 0305 785296. 


Conwy, dinner and BAB. Weekends, mid-week 
bookings, idea for walking, touring, near sea 
and mountains. Terms C48 per week. Doreen 
and Bill Baxter. Livs Gwilym Guest Louse, 
3. Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, Conwy, 
N Wales. Telephone: (49 263 235] 
Accommodation and Small Group conference 
20 minutes Central London. Single. double. 
four, five bedded rooms. Bed. breakfast, dinner 
£6.67. Study, library, chapel, television ete. 
YMCA. Stockwell Road. London SW9 91S. 
Telephone: 01 274 7861/3 


North Buckinghamshire. For properties in the 
area between £10,000 and £30,000, please 
contact Bonner & Son, Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Market Square, Buckingham. 

Telephone 028 02 2301. 


Raise funds quickly. easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, cte gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BDI 301. 


Published by Toc H. 1 Forest Close. Wendover, Bucks 11P22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham. Bucks. 


